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How to manage the thousands of people risking their lives in hopes 
of resettling in the Netherlands after the government collapsing over 

the immigration crisis. 
 

Introduction  
 
In the aftermath of governmental upheaval triggered by an 5ntens5fy5ng 5mm5grat5on cr5s5s, the 
Netherlands faces a profound moral and log5st5cal challenge. The collapse of governments in the 
wake of escalating immigration crises has left thousands of desperate individuals risking their lives 
in pursuit of safety, stability, and hope within Dutch borders. This opinion paper embarks upon a 
rigorous exploration of the strategies and principles that should guide the nation in its response to 
this unprecedented situation.  
 

Background Information  
 
On 7 July 2023 Fr5day, the Dutch government collapsed due to 5ts 5nab5l5ty to come to an agreement 
on 5mm5grat5on restr5ct5ons. Th5s development w5ll lead to fresh elect5ons 5n the autumn. The cr5s5s 
emerged when Pr5me M5n5ster Mark Rutte's VVD party, wh5ch leans conservat5ve, advocated for 
str5cter controls on 5mm5grat5on 5nto the Netherlands. However, two out of the four part5es 5n the 
government coal5t5on d5d not back th5s proposal, lead5ng to the government's collapse.1 
 
"It's no secret that the coal5t5on partners have d5ffer5ng op5n5ons about 5mm5grat5on pol5cy. Today 
we unfortunately have to conclude that those d5fferences have become 5nsurmountable. Therefore 
I w5ll tender the res5gnat5on of the ent5re cab5net to the k5ng," Rutte announced during a televised 
press briefing.2  
 
Tens5ons reached a cr5t5cal po5nt th5s week when Rutte 5ns5sted on back5ng a plan that a5med to 
restr5ct the entry of ch5ldren from war refugee fam5l5es already res5d5ng 5n the Netherlands and to 
5mpose a wa5t5ng per5od of at least two years before reun5t5ng fam5l5es. Th5s recent proposal crossed 
a l5ne between the Chr5st5an Un5on and the l5beral D66 party, result5ng 5n a deadlock. Rutte's 
coal5t5on w5ll cont5nue to funct5on as a temporary government unt5l a new adm5n5strat5on 5s 
establ5shed follow5ng the upcom5ng elect5ons. In the fragmented Dutch pol5t5cal landscape, th5s 
process typ5cally takes several months.3 
 
The number of asylum appl5cat5ons 5n the Netherlands surged by 33% 5n the prev5ous year, 
reach5ng a total of over 46,000. The government ant5c5pates that th5s f5gure could r5se even further 

 
1Bart H. Me*jer, Anthony Deutsch, 'Dutch Government Resigns Over Asylum Policy' (Reuters, 7 July 2023) 
<https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/dutch-government-resign-over-asylum-policy-anp-2023-07-07/> accessed 4 
September 2023.  
2 Ibid 1.  
3Eline Schaart, ‘Dutch government falls as ministers clash over migration’ (Politico, 7 July 2023) 
<https://www.pol*t*co.eu/art*cle/dutch-government-pm-mark-rutte-*n-cr*s*s-over-asylum-measures/> accessed 4 
September 2023 



 1 

th5s year, potent5ally exceed5ng 70,000 appl5cat5ons, surpass5ng the prev5ous peak observed 5n 
2015.4 
 
 

Humanitarian Imperative  
 
In the realm of international relations and ethical discourse, few principles hold as steadfastly 
as the humanitarian imperative. The Netherlands, with its rich history of providing refuge to 
those in need, stands at a crossroads where its deeply ingrained values of compassion, 
solidarity, and humanity must guide its response to the ongoing immigration crisis. 
 
Throughout history, the Dutch have opened their arms to persecuted communities and 
individuals seeking safety and asylum. This humanitarian tradition dates back to the refuge 
granted to Huguenots in the 16th century and extends to the protection offered to Jewish people 
during World War II.5 These episodes in Dutch history exemplify the moral duty of a nation to 
provide sanctuary to those fleeing conflict, persecution, or disaster. As such, the Netherlands 
is not merely making a choice but reaffirming its core identity when it extends support to those 
risking their lives for a glimpse of safety. 
 
In recent times, this tradition has been manifest in the reception and resettlement of refugees 
from Syria, Afghanistan, and other crisis-torn regions. The Netherlands, among other European 
countries, opened its doors to thousands, allowing them to rebuild their lives in a secure 
environment. This history serves as a testament to the power of empathy, the realization that 
borders should not be barriers to compassion, and the understanding that collective humanity 
transcends geographical boundaries. 

 
Legal and Ethical Framework 

 
The legal and ethical framework governing the treatment of refugees and asylum-seekers is 
rooted in international agreements and domestic laws. For the Netherlands, adherence to these 
principles is not optional; it is a fundamental obligation. 
 
At the international level, the 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol,6 to which the 
Netherlands is a party, set forth the legal definition of a refugee and the rights and 
responsibilities of both refugees and host countries. These agreements establish the obligation 
of signatory states to provide protection to those who meet the criteria of refugee status. 
Additionally, human rights conventions, such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
emphasize the right to seek asylum and the prohibition of returning individuals to places where 
they may face persecution or harm.7 
 

 
4 Ibid 1.  
5 Papendorf, Dave. "Rev*ew of Exper5enc5ng Ex5le: Huguenot Refugees 5n the Dutch Republ5c, 1680–1700 by Dav*d 
van der L*nden." Rev*ew of H*story (rev*ew no. 1830), DOI: 10.14296/R*H/2014/1830. 
6 1951 Refugee Convent*on (1951), 189 UNTS 137. 
7 Un*versal Declarat*on on Human R*ghts (adopted 10 December 1948) 217 A(III) (UNGA), art 14. 
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Within the Netherlands, domestic laws and policies are aligned with these international 
commitments. Dutch asylum and immigration laws, guided by principles of non-discrimination 
and fairness, provide a legal framework for processing asylum claims and ensuring the humane 
treatment of refugees. This framework underscores the necessity of upholding the rights of 
those who seek refuge on Dutch soil, irrespective of their origin. 

 
Capacity and Resources 

 
The 5ssue of manag5ng a substant5al 5nflux of people seek5ng refuge goes beyond mere 
goodw5ll and legal obl5gat5ons. It enta5ls a pragmat5c exam5nat5on of the Netherlands' capac5ty 
to prov5de for the well-be5ng of newcomers wh5le ma5nta5n5ng the welfare of 5ts own c5t5zens. 
 
In recent years, the Netherlands has faced resource challenges 5n accommodat5ng refugees and 
m5grants.8 Hous5ng shortages, stretched healthcare systems, and stra5ned educat5onal fac5l5t5es 
have ra5sed concerns about the nat5on's capac5ty to prov5de essent5al serv5ces. Furthermore, the 
econom5c 5mpl5cat5ons of 5ntegrat5ng a large number of newcomers, 5nclud5ng potent5al stra5ns 
on the labor market, cannot be 5gnored. 
 
Eff5c5ent resource allocat5on and plann5ng are v5tal 5n address5ng these challenges. The Dutch 
government must collaborate w5th local author5t5es, NGOs, and 5nternat5onal partners to ensure 
that the arr5val of refugees and m5grants does not overburden essent5al serv5ces. Th5s can 
5nvolve the construct5on of temporary hous5ng fac5l5t5es, the expans5on of healthcare 
5nfrastructure, and targeted 5nvestments 5n educat5on and job tra5n5ng programs. 
 
Balanc5ng the 5mmed5ate needs of newcomers w5th the long-term welfare of the Dutch 
populat5on requ5res careful cons5derat5on and resource management. It 5s an 5ntr5cate juggl5ng 
act that necess5tates not only f5nanc5al resources but also effect5ve pol5cy 5mplementat5on and 
publ5c engagement. 

 
Integration and Assimilation  

 
The success of any resettlement effort hinges on the ability to facilitate the integration and 
assimilation of newcomers into Dutch society. Integration should be viewed not only as a 
humanitarian goal but also as a means to enrich the nation culturally, socially, and 
economically. 
 
Experience has shown that well-designed integration programs can lead to positive outcomes 
for both newcomers and the host society.9 Language courses, vocational training, and cultural 

 
8Laura Coello Eertink. ‘Refugees face housing shortage in the Netherlands’ (European Website on Integration, 9 
January 2019) < https://ec.europa.eu/m*grant-*ntegrat*on/news/refugees-face-hous*ng-shortage-netherlands_en> 
accessed 10 October 2023 
9 Thomasde Vroome and Frankvan Tubergen, 'The Employment Exper*ence of Refugees *n the 
Netherlands' [2010] 44(2) Internat*onal M*grat*on Rev*ew <DOI: 10.1111/j.1747-7379.2010.00810> accessed 10 
October 2023 
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orientation programs can equip refugees and migrants with the tools they need to become self-
sufficient and productive members of Dutch society. 
 
Additionally, integration initiatives foster social cohesion and reduce the risk of social 
exclusion or isolation among newcomers. The Netherlands has a track record of implementing 
successful integration policies, such as "inburgering" courses, which aim to equip newcomers 
with the Dutch language skills and knowledge needed for active citizenship. 
 
Moreover, the active participation of the Dutch population in welcoming and supporting 
newcomers is crucial for integration. Initiatives that promote cultural exchange and 
understanding between different communities can create an environment where diversity is 
celebrated and contributes to the overall social fabric of the nation. 
 
Investing in comprehensive integration programs not only benefits refugees and migrants but 
also strengthens the Netherlands as a diverse and inclusive society that can thrive in an 
interconnected world. 

 
Diplomacy and Cooperation  

 
As the Netherlands grapples with the immigration crisis and the government's collapse, it's 
imperative to recognize that this is not a challenge that can be resolved in isolation. Diplomacy 
and international cooperation are essential components of any effective response. 
 
One of the first steps in addressing the crisis is engaging in dialogue and cooperation with 
neighboring countries and international organizations. Collaborative efforts can help distribute 
the burden of resettlement more equitably and ensure that resources are pooled to provide 
support and security for refugees and migrants throughout their journey. 
 
Moreover, diplomacy can play a pivotal role in addressing the root causes of the immigration 
crisis. By working together with other nations, the Netherlands can actively participate in 
diplomatic efforts to mitigate conflicts, reduce the drivers of displacement, and promote 
stability in regions where many refugees originate. This proactive stance contributes to long-
term solutions that go beyond immediate resettlement. 
 
The Netherlands, with its diplomatic experience and reputation for constructive engagement 
on global issues, is well-positioned to lead by example. By fostering international collaboration 
and advocating for coordinated responses to migration and refugee challenges, the country can 
not only manage the current crisis but also contribute to building a more stable and secure 
world. 

 
           Conclusion  
 
In conclusion, managing the humanitarian crisis of resettling those who risk their lives to seek 
refuge in the Netherlands is an arduous but fundamentally humane task. As we have explored in 
this opinion paper, the Netherlands' historical commitment to compassion, its legal obligations, 
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and the practical challenges it faces all converge to underscore the urgency of a thoughtful and 
comprehensive response. 
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