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SOLIDARITY WITH 
OTHERS,is a non-governmental 
organization established in Brussels with 
the aim of defending and promoting hu-
man rights in Turkey and elsewhere. 
 
Our name reflects our solid commitment 
to act in solidarity with anyone who has 
been subjected to injustice and violations 
in Turkey; regardless of race, religious be-
liefs, social affiliation or political views. 
  
First and foremost, our work consists of 
ensuring that rights violations in Turkey 
do not go unnoticed and unrecorded. 
  
In order to accomplish this, we prepare 
and release reports, fact sheets and news-
letters on major human rights issues, 
rights violations and developments of 
concern in Turkey, with a view to informing 
public opinion. 
 
We firmly believe that we are only as 
human as we are able to stand up for the 
rights and liberties of OTHERS, and not 
just ourselves.
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After the 2013 Gezi Park protests across Turkey, the ru-
ling Justice and Development Party (AKP) began to drift 
towards authoritarianism, undermine rule of law and 

wield state power as a weapon in order to intimidate and silence 
dissent. Subsequently, a corruption probe implicating high-level 
officials prompted a government retaliation against the faith-ba-
sed Gülen movement after government executives alleged that 
the investigation was a conspiracy orchestrated by the group. Si-
multaneously with the erosion in judicial independence, the aut-
horities launched mass detentions against the movement, which 
were intensified following the failed coup of July 15, 2016. This 
report aims to evaluate the legal and  humanitarian dimensi-
ons of the mass detentions and arrests based on tangible data.
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METHODOLOGY

The data used in the preparation of this report were colle-
cted from the official statements  of  the  authorities  of 
the Republic of Turkey and by conducting  a  comprehen-
sive review of open sources and were listed and analyzed 
according to the provinces and operation dates. While the 
data obtained may not reflect the entirety of the mass de-
tention operations, it is estimated that the margin of error 
is relatively low as mass detentions often appear to be in-
tentionally made public, arguably to spread terror in society.

Priority has been given to collecting the news provided by Ana- 
dolu Agency, the official news agency of the state, and other 
news agencies. A comprehensive media survey has been con- 
ducted and the relevant local news that has not been covered 
by the mainstream media has been added as well. Some dupli-
cate data pertaining to the way the mass detention operations 
were carried out against the Gülen Movement have been extra-
cted. For example, if a detention order was issued for a total of
100 people in an operation carried out in 10 different pro- 
vinces with their operation center being one of these 
pro- vinces, the related operation was recorded as a sing-
le inci- dent based on only the central province and the 
number of detentions was stated as 100. In this way, even 
if the ope- rations carried out in the other 9 provinces ex-
cept for tho- se in the operation center were covered in the 
press sepa- rately,  the  duplication  of  data  was prevented.
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http://www.solıdarıtywıthothers.com 


P.0 6

INTRODUCTION

As perhaps the most effective of the tools used by the government to suppress 
social dissent, the first prominent example of mass detentions carried out by the 
law enforcement agency in Turkey under the rule of Recep Tayyip Erdogan was 

seen during the “Gezi Park protests” in Taksim Square, Istanbul. The government’s plan 
to demolish the Gezi Park and to construct another structure in its place came to the fore 
in May 2013 and the protests that spread across Turkey after the police intervened with 
disproportionate force against the demonstrators who objected to the demolition of the park 
lasted almost a month. Of the 8 people whose deaths were related to the demonstrations, 
one was a police officer, and some 10,000 people were injured during these protests. 

AKP Vice Chair and former Justice Minister 
Mehmet Ali Şahin called for protesters to be 
tried for the crime of “attempting to topple the 
government”, which carries a life sentence. To 
make things worse, from the moment the then 
Prime Minister, Erdogan, deemed these actions 
“an external intervention” in both his own party 
and Turkey, the attitude of the law enforcement 
against these street protests grew increasingly 
harsh, which paved the way for mass detentions 
as a method of oppression. 5,513 people were 
detained for participating in Gezi Park protests 
across the country, including 715 people in Istan-
bul and 765 people in Ankara.

After the corruption and bribery probe launched 
on 17 December 2013 that extended to Erdo-
gan’s close circle, mass detentions were not 
only aimed at civilians, but they turned into mass 
purges in the bureaucracy as well. Nearly 6,000 
police officers were unlawfully replaced immedi-
ately after Erdogan considered the said bribery 
investigation a non-political coup that targeted 
his government.  On February 11, 2014, 166 judg-
es and prosecutors, including those in charge of 
the corruption and bribery probe, were similarly 
appointed to different duties.
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The AKP government continued to carry out mass 
purges in the police force and judiciary, claiming 
that the Gülen Movement was behind this bribery 
operation  and that there was a “parallel struc-
ture” in the bureaucracy.
In a written statement issued after the February 
2014 meeting of the National Security Council, 
whose impact on Turkish politics increased es-
pecially in extraordinary periods, it was stated 
that “the issues related to security throughout 
the country and the studies carried out to this end 
have been evaluated; in this context, ‘the struc-
tures and activities that threaten the peace of 
the people and national security’ have been dis-
cussed”.

The first comprehensive detention of the alleged 
“parallel structure” took place on 22 July, 2014.
This date, when police raids were carried out si-
multaneously in 22 provinces based on the arrest 
warrants issued for a total of 115 police officers, 
was a milestone for the rapidly unfolding unlaw-
ful detentions. The phrase “Fethullahist Terrorist 
Organization (FETÖ)” about the Gülen Movement, 
accused by the government of being a “terrorist 
organization”, was first used in the indictment 
prepared by Ankara Chief Public Prosecutor’s Of-
fice  and accepted by the Ankara 2nd High Crimi-
nal Court on April 9, 2015.

http://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/gezi-parki-olaylarinda-715-gozalti-41-tutuklama-435574
http://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-turkiye-44304326
http://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/12000/eur440222013tr.pdf
http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/basbakan-erdogandan-gezi-parki-talimati-23492296
https://www.cnnturk.com/2013/guncel/11/25/geziye-kac-kisi-katildi/732168.0/index.html
https://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/17_Aral%C4%B1k_yolsuzluk_ve_r%C3%BC%C5%9Fvet_soru%C5%9Fturmas%C4%B1 https://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/17_Aral%C4%B1k_yolsuzluk_ve_r%C3%BC%C5%9Fvet_soru%C5%9Fturmas%C4%B1
https://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/17_Aral%C4%B1k_yolsuzluk_ve_r%C3%BC%C5%9Fvet_soru%C5%9Fturmas%C4%B1
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler/2014/12/141212_17_25_aralik_operasyonu_neler_oldu_10_soruda
https://www.mgk.gov.tr/index.php/26-subat-2014-tarihli-toplanti
https://www.mgk.gov.tr/index.php/26-subat-2014-tarihli-toplanti
https://www.cnnturk.com/haber/turkiye/paralel-orgut-operasyonu-basladi
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimi/17-25-araliktan-15-temmuza-feto-/861258
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimi/17-25-araliktan-15-temmuza-feto-/861258
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At the Konya rally held on April 26, 2014 during which he called for 
the exclusion of the Gülen movement from the society, Erdoğan 
signaled that the properties of the group’s members would be con-
fiscated, saying:“An avalanche of reactions is underway against their 
private schools and prep schools. Disenroll your kids from these 
schools. Do not ever send your children to their schools next year. 
Show a firm stance against their newspapers and media outlets that 
produce  slander and lies.”

The Erdoğan government, along with pro-government media, soon 
began to disseminate hateful rhetoric against the movement, unle-
ashing a flood of unproven allegations. Public sector workers with 
suspected links to the group as well as other people working for Gü-
len-affiliated institutions began to face pressures and prosecution. 
According to open source information, a total of 4,796 people were 
prosecuted prior to the failed coup. Hundreds were detained in 257 
police operations carried out across 72 provinces between April 8, 
2014 and July 15, 2016.
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The post-coup state of emergency decree 
laws extended the upper limit for police cus-
tody, and people who were detained in the 
wake of the failed coup were deprived of even 
their most fundamental rights. Some 200,000 
people were subjected to extreme social 
isolation and faced criminal prosecution for 
having ties to the Gülen movement, amid the 
intensified hate speech and dehumanizing 
rhetoric that targeted the group on a daily 
basis. 

https://www.tbmm.gov.tr/develop/owa/GazeteHaberBaskan.haber_detay?pkayit_no=1533510
https://solidaritywithothers.com/mass-detentions
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/36873945
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/36873945
http://thecrcl.ca/misafir-yazar-harun-odabasi-hizmet-hareketi-neden-disarida-da-bitirilmek-isteniyor/
http://thecrcl.ca/misafir-yazar-harun-odabasi-hizmet-hareketi-neden-disarida-da-bitirilmek-isteniyor/
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Since the Gülen Movement is a widespread and broad-
based structure with no hierarchy, the members of the ju-
diciary acting in accordance with the illegal instructions of the 
government have made verdicts, deeming legal activities guaran-
teed under the constitution and the basic rights and freedoms and 
which do not contain any criminal elements as “evidence of hav-
ing ties”(with the Movement). Extolled and encouraged by all AKP 
members, especially Erdoğan, until December 2013, activities such 
as being in official relationship with the institutions that had ties 
with the Movement, whose activities were permitted by the govern-
ment and the competent bodies of the state and which was allowed 
to operate under the supervision of the relevant institutions of the 
government and the state, making donations to the association 
called Kimse Yok Mu to provide humanitarian aid to those in need, 
opening a bank account in the bank called Bank Asia, subscribing 
to newspapers and magazines that were close the Movement, en-
rolling children in the educational institutions that had ties with 
the Movement, and/or having books about Fethullah Gülen none 
of which had a publication ban at all, were suddenly seen as “evi-
dence of crime” after the said corruption and bribery probe. 

The operation carried out for 154 people in Konya on June 18, 2019

https://www.birgun.net/haber/iltisak-258764
https://www.birgun.net/haber/iltisak-258764
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Operations have been given names 
that violate the presumption of inno-
cence and contain hate speech. For 
example, the illegal operation carried 
out against two educators who were 
abducted in Malaysia and taken to 
Turkey by the Turkish Intelligence Or-
ganization (MIT) and on whom the 
UN issued a report, dated Septem-
ber 18, 2020 and numbered A/HRC/
WGAD/2020/51, referring to the vio-
lation of human rights and calling for 
their release, was called “Operation 
Resurrection”.  It can be seen that in 
this way, they tried to exploit nation-
alist and religious feelings, manipu-
late the public opinion and show their 
illegal operations as if they had been 
legitimate.

The principle of individual criminal re-
sponsibility has also been ignored in 
the operations.  As can be seen in nu-
merous news reports, such as “Arrest 
warrants were issued for his mother, 
father, wife, brother and 2 sisters” and 
“An operation was carried out against 
the spouses of the people accused 
within the scope of FETO/PDY inves-
tigation” operations have been carried 
out against family members especial-
ly when the alleged suspect has not 
been found by the police. 
 
According to the data obtained from 
open sources, from April 2014 to the 
end of 2020, more than 5,000 police 
operations were conducted through-

out the country to detain members 
of the Gülen Movement, with an aver-
age of 73 arrest warrants issued per 
day. The Ankara Chief Public Prose-
cutor’s Office issued a detention or-
der on July 16, 2016 for 2,745 judges 
and prosecutors who were “deemed” 
members of the Gülen Movement.  A 
detention warrant was issued by the 
Ankara Chief Public Prosecutor’s Of-
fice for 3,224 people within the scope 
of operations carried out in 81 prov-
inces throughout the country on April 
26, 2017, and 1,009 people were taken 
into custody in 72 provinces. As part 
of the investigation conducted by the 
Ankara Public Prosecutor’s Office, a 
total of 1,112 Deputy Commissioners 
were detained in 76 provinces on Feb-
ruary 12, 2019. 
 
Detention orders were issued for a 
maximum of 700 soldiers at a time 
within the scope of the incidents in the 
General Staff regarding the alleged in-
volvement in the coup attempt on July 
15, whereas detention warrants were 
issued for thousands of civilians, po-
lice and members of the judiciary at 
a time, none of whom had anything to 
do with the so-called coup attempt. 
In the research conducted by the au-
thors of this report on open sources 
and data banks, there was no other 
example in the world, let alone in Tur-
key, of making detention decisions 
against thousands of people at a time 
with the same decision.

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session88/A_HRC_WGAD_2020_51_Advance_  Edited_Version.pdf 
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/malezyadaki-fetoculere-yonelik-dirilis-operasyonu/820859
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/fetonun-firari-sanigi-korkmazin-ailesi-hakkinda-yakalama-karari/1009914
https://www.iha.com.tr/haber-fetoculerin-eslerine-bylock-operasyonu-7-gozalti-692232/
https://www.iha.com.tr/haber-fetoculerin-eslerine-bylock-operasyonu-7-gozalti-692232/
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimi/-2-bin-745-hakim-ve-savci-hakkinda-gozalti-karari/609308
https://www.yenicaggazetesi.com.tr/81-ilde-duzenlenen-operasyonda-3224-yakalama-karari-162236h.htm
https://www.yenicaggazetesi.com.tr/81-ilde-duzenlenen-operasyonda-3224-yakalama-karari-162236h.htm
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-turkiye-39716349
https://www.trthaber.com/haber/gundem/76-ilde-feto-operasyonu-1112-gozalti-karari-404639.html
https://www.trthaber.com/haber/gundem/76-ilde-feto-operasyonu-1112-gozalti-karari-404639.html
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As a result, given the fact that 
the definition of genocide, 
according to the UN, is “the 
destruction of  individuals  of 
a community or communi-
ties that can be distinguished 
from others by their race, spe-
cies, political opinion, religi-
on, social status or any other 
distinctive characteristics, in 
the interests of the destro-
yers, within the framework of 
a plan and with a particular 
intention”, it is clear that the 
campaign of mass detentions 
and arrests, which started 
after the corruption investi-
gations of December 2013 in 
Turkey and which involved the 
violation of a number of do-
mestic and international legal 
standards, constitutes a cri-
me against humanity. 

MASS DETENTIONS
As can be clearly seen in Table-1  ve 
Table-2, mass detentions have been un-
remittingly carried out for more than 6.5 
years. The data available offers the fol-
lowing conclusions:

The practice does not follow a pattern of 
fighting against terrorism, as suggested 
by officials.
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Almost none of the detainees were found 
to be individually involved in the 2016 
coup attempt or any criminal activity.

The large-scale and simultaneous nature 
of the detention orders, which cover the 
entirety of the country, points to a dis-
regard of the basic legal principle of in-
dividuality of the criminal responsibility 
and the size of the lists suggests that 
they were prepared beforehand, some of 
them even prior to the attempted coup.

The practice of mass detentions alone 
raise questions about the failed putsch, 
which was used as a pretext to justify 
the detentions.

In light of the prevailing hateful rhetoric 
disseminated by the political power and 
Turkey’s documented lack of judicial in-
dependence in recent years, the operati-
ons imply a political motivation.

https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/genocide.shtml
https://www.solidaritywithothers.com/mass-detentions
https://www.solidaritywithothers.com/mass-detentions
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5000+
OPERATION

120,000+
ARREST

81 PROVINCE
—
 Mass arrests for Gülen 
movement is distributed 
throughout the 81 provinces 
in Turkey. Operations are 
concentrated in big cities such 
as Ankara, Istanbul, Izmir, Konya 
and Kayseri.

74
From 15 July 2016 
average number of arrests
per day
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3
From 15 July 2016 
average number of operatıons 
per day
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TABLE-4
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While the number of peo-
ple taken into custody on 
terrorism charges in Tur-
key in 2016 was 52,100, 
it was at 1,002 all over 
Europe in the same year 
(see Table 3). In 2017 the 
number in Turkey and Eu-
rope was at 61,070 and 
1,219 respectively (see 
Table 4). As for the num-
ber of people de- tained 
in 2018 in Turkey, it  was  
72,293,  whereas in the 
whole  of  Europe, it was 
1,056 (see Table 5). In 
2019, this number was 
20,567 in Turkey and 
1,100 in all the European 
countries combined (see 
Table 6).

20
21

.
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TABLE-5

TABLE-6



P.1 4

WHAT THE GOVERNMENT SAYS?

It is clear that the most 
important issue that Pres-
ident Erdoğan and his gov-
ernment have attached 
importance to since the 
July 15 coup attempt is 
the mass detentions of 
the Gülen Movement. It’s 
clearly and frequently 
stated as an incentive tool 
as well by both the gov-
ernment officials and the 
media that those among 
the bureaucrats, who are 
supposed to be politically 
impartial and implement 
the laws but instead who 
express their political 
opinions in favor of the 
current government and 
actively participate in its 
unlawful practices, have 
been promoted and those 
who openly support Er-
doğan’s rhetoric have se-
cured their positions or 
have been appointed to 
higher positions. 
The judges and prosecu-
tors in charge of the inves-

tigation and the superiors of the law 
enforcement officers have exploited 
the method of mass detentions so as 
to “stand out and prove themselves” 
so that they can gain personal ben-
efit from this stance of the govern-
ment within a 7-year period starting 
with the corruption and bribery probe 
of December 17, 2013. In this context, 
official statements have been made 
about mass detentions on different 
dates.

The Ministry of Interior and Directo-
rate General of the Turkish National 
Police have not shared statistical in-
formation about the operations and 
detentions carried out in 2014 and 
2015. According to the data compiled 
from open sources, detention warrants 
were issued for 1218 people in those 
years, including 323 people in 2014 
and 895 people in 2015. According to 
the information provided by Anadolu 
Agency citing the Ministry of Justice 
as the source, it has been announced 
that judicial proceedings were carried 
out against 103,850 people from July 
15, 2016 to January 2017.
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https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/fetoden-41-bin-tutuklu-902-gozalti/718579
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A total of 25,893 detention decisions were issued in 2018, according to weekly 
information from the Interior Ministry that gave a period of time for mass 
detentions carried out against the members of the Gulen Movement after the 
alleged July 15 coup attempt. (see Table 7) However, in the general statistics 
for 2018 published by the Ministry of Interior at the beginning of 2019, the total 
number of detention warrants issued in 2018 is 52,010. (see Table 8) Although 
both data were released by the Ministry of Interior, the number announced in 
2019 is twice that announced in 2018. No explanation has been made thus far 
as to why the figures are different.
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1-8 JANUARY 467 30 APRIL-7 MAY 587 27 AUGUST-3 SEP-
TEMBER

153

8-15 JANUARY 721 7-14 MAY 967 3-10 SEPTEMBER 239
15-22 JANUARY 615 14-21 MAY 527 10-17 SEPTEMBER 402
22-29 JANUARY 623 21-28 MAY 545 17-24 SEPTEMBER 478
29 JANUARY-5 
FEBRUARY

518 28 MAY-4 JUNE 446 24 SEPTEMBER-1 
OCTOBER

461

5-12 FEBRUARY 568 4-11 JUNE 492 1-8 OCTOBER 459
12-19 FEBRUARY 567 11-18 JUNE 119 8-15 OCTOBER 466
19-26 FEBRUARY 646 18-25 JUNE 198 15-22 OCTOBER 667
26 FEBRUARY-5 
MARCH

765 25 JUNE-2 JULY 777 22-29 OCTOBER 478

5-12 MARCH 740 2-9 JULY 885 29 OCTOBER-5 NO-
VEMBER

505

12-19 MARCH 537 9-16 JULY 467 5-12 NOVEMBER 494
19-26 MARCH 568 16-23 JULY 334 12-19 NOVEMBER 486
26 MARCH-2 
APRIL

853 23-30 JULY 209 19-26 NOVEMBER 585

2-9 APRIL 561 30 JULY-6 AUGUST 334 26 NOVEMBER-3 
ARALIK

538

9-16 APRIL 702 6-13 AUGUST 312 3-10 ARALIK 696
16-23 APRIL 532 13-20 AUGUST 221 10-17 ARALIK 421
23-30 APRIL 489 20-27 AUGUST 23 17-24 ARALIK 450

Weekly statistics announced by the Ministry of Interior in the form of a press release in 2018
(Total: 25,893)

https://www.icisleri.gov.tr/1-ocak-31-aralik-2018-yili-icerisinde-yurutulen-operasyonlar
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TABLO 8

Interior Minister Suleyman Soylu stated on April 2, 2017 as follows: “So 
far, 113,260 people have been detained in connection with FETÖ and 
about 745 people are still in custody. The number of detainees today is 
47,115”  and he said at the Parliamentary Plan and Budget Commission 
on November 20, 2019, as follows: “As of November this year, judicial 
proceedings have been carried out for 559,064 people, 261,700 detenti-
on warrants have been issued, and 91,287 people have been arrested.”   
In his statement on July 15, 2020, Mr. Soylu noted: “To date, 99, 66 
operations have been carried out, and 282,790 detentions and 94,975 
arrests have been made.” The approximately 100,000 operations that he 
mentioned in that statement amount to 50 operations per day on avera-
ge. 
The Ministry of Interior started weekly information meetings on mass 
detentions of the Gülen Movement on December 19, 2016 and conti-
nued these meetings until 2018. Monthly detention data were released 
by the Directorate General of The Turkish National Police from January 
2019 (excluding June) to September. As of September 2019, neither the 
Ministry of Interior nor the Directorate General of The Turkish National 
Police periodically released statistical data on this issue.
According to the data compiled from open sources, it is seen that more 
than 120,000 detention warrants were issued between April 2014 and 
January 2021, and given the deviation margin, approximately 140,000 
detention warrants were issued.
Although mass detention warrants for the members of the Gülen Mo-
vement are issued by the chief prosecutor’s office of any city, the fact 
that police operations have been carried out in more than one city due 
to the residence status of some suspects might cause repetitions in the 
data collected from the police. For example, since 20 out of 100 people 
for whom detention warrants were issued lived in other cities, the total 
number of detentions was recorded as 120 instead of 100.

FROM 1 JANUARY, 2018 TO DECEMBER 31, 2018
The Directorate General of the Turkish National Police, Gendarmerie General Com-
mand and the Air and Land Forces of the Turkish Armed Forces, Gendarmerie Special 
Operations Units (JOH), Police Special Operations Teams (POH) and Gendarmerie 
Commando Units carried out, under the coordination of the Ministry of Interior as 
part of the Internal Security Operations, 130,640 operations, 599 of which were 
large and medium-sized in the rural area, and 33,895 of which were in the cities, 

In these operations, a total of 313,814 people were taken into custody, including 
72,239 people who were thought to have aided and abetted and been in contact 
with terrorist organizations (PKK/KCK 16.185, SOL 1.006, DAESH 3.038, and 
FETÖ/PDY 52.010), 703,297 people for narcotic crimes, 32,140 people for smug-
gling and 6,138 people within the scope of Fighting Against Irregular Migration.

https://www.milliyet.com.tr/siyaset/son-dakika-icisleri-bakani-soylu-feto-bilancosunu-acikladi-2425124
https://www.tbmm.gov.tr/develop/owa/komisyon_tutanaklari.goruntule?pTutanakId=2447
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimi/bakan-soylu-feto-ile-mucadele-kapsaminda-99-bin-66-operasyon-yapildi/1910927
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A similar situation applies to the number of operations. For example, even 
though it was stated in the operation statistics for 2020, announced by 
the Office of the Governor of Siirt on January 05, 2021, that 16 operations 
were carried out against the Gülen Movement in 2020 and legal proceedin-
gs were initiated for 48 people.  According to the data obtained from open 
sources, a total of 3 operations were carried out against the Gülen Move-
ment in the province of Siirt in 2020 and the number of those who were 
faced with legal action was 45. 3 Siirt-based operations were carried out in 
16 different provinces and this number was given as the number of opera-
tions carried out only in the province of Siirt and apparently, the intention 
was to show the number higher than it actually was.
When all these data are evaluated, it is safe to note that the number of 
legal actions made by the law enforcement against the Gülen Movement 
is shared by manipulating, and statistical data with great differences and 
contradictions are shared with the public, although they belong to the same 
date period and are released by the authorities themselves.
It is considered that the purpose of the manipulation of numbers is to mis-
lead the public, to prevent objections to the unlawful practices by creating 
an environment of fear in the society, to ensure that those who are afraid of 
being detained or arrested make unfounded statements by giving names to 
save themselves from what they fear, and even to mislead the upper autho-
rities in order to be granted higher positions.

https://www.iha.com.tr/haber-siirtte-bir-yilda-pkkya-bin-132-operasyon-gerceklestirildi-31-terorist-etkisiz-hale- getirildi-885738/
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LEGAL DIMENSION OF 
DETENTIONS

Although the crimes within the scope of the Anti-Terror 
Law include the acts of coercion and violence, almost 
none of the detainees have been involved in such acts.

The definition of terror under Anti-Terror Law (no. 3713) 
reads as follows:“Terror is a criminal act committed 
by one or more persons belonging to an organization 
with the aim of changing the characteristics of the 
Republic as specified in the Constitution, its political, 
legal, social, secular and economic system, damaging 
the indivisible unity of the State with its territory and 
nation, endangering the existence of the Turkish State 
and Republic, weakening or destroying or seizing the 
authority of the State, eliminating fundamental rights 
and freedoms, or damaging the internal and external 
security of the State, public order or general health 
by means of pressure, force and violence, terror, 
intimidation, oppression or threat.”

In the definition of terrorism in Article 1 of the Law, the 
acceptance of an act as an act of terrorism is subject 
to three basic conditions. In order for an action to be 
considered as a terror offence; it should be sought 
whether there are elements such as the way the crime 
has been committed (method dimension), the way 
it has been committed in order to realize the aims 
listed in the law (ideological dimension) and the way 
it has been committed within the framework of the 
organization (organizational dimension). To try to 
achive the intended purpose by means of one of the 
methods of pressure, terror, intimidation, oppression 
or threat by resorting to coercion and violence is one 
of the main conditions of terror.

Mass detentions in Turkey are carried out on the 
grounds of the Anti-Terror Law. Detainees are accused 
of “leading a terrorist organization”, “being a member 
of a terrorist organization” and “supporting terrorism”.

The first condition to be 
sought for an action to be 
characterized as an act 
of terror is whether the 
action has been attempt-
ed by using “coercion 
and violence” by means 
of one of the methods of 
“pressure”, “intimidation”, 
“terror”, “oppression” or 
“threat”. The followings 
include the types of ac-
tions of terrorist organ-
izations; murder, inten-
tional injury, deprivation 
of liberty, pillage, attack, 
raid, invasion, ambush, 
possession of firearms 
and explosives, sabotage, 
planting bombs in public 
places such as shopping 
and business centers, 
movie theaters, theater 
halls,  conference rooms, 
wedding ceremony halls, 
sports halls, and on trans-
portation vehicles such 
as trains, planes, ships, 
buses, etc. or arson and 
hijacking.
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• changing the characteristics of the Republic as speci-
fied in the Constitution, its political, legal, social, secu-
lar and economic system,

• damaging the indivisible unity of the State with its ter-
ritory and nation,

• endangering the existence of the Turkish State and 
Republic,

• weakening or destroying or seizing the authority of the 
State,

• eliminating fundamental rights and freedoms,
• damaging the internal and external security of the 

State, public order or general health.

The second condition to be taken as a basis for charac-
terizing an action as “terror” is the aim of the action. The 
aims set out in the article are as follows:

Third, by resorting to the 
methods of coercion and vio-
lence, the actions carried out 
to achieve the above-men-
tioned aims must have been 
committed by a person or 
persons belonging to an 
organization. People who are 
members of the organization 
need to know and accept 
without hesitation that the 
aim of the organization and 
coercion and violence will 
be used as a method. In this 
respect, it is not enough to 
adopt only the organization’s 
program and activities; par-
ticipants in the organization 
must contribute to it as well. 
The act of being a member 
of the organization can be 
explained as devoting his/
her own power and energy 
to the organization, accept-
ing that the organization can 
take advantage of him/her 
when necessary, and at least 
potentially strengthening the 
organization. Just being sym-
pathetic to the organization 
or adopting its aims, values 
and ideology, reading and 
having publications about 
it or having respect for the 
leader of the organization is 
not enough for a person to be 
accepted as a member of the 
organization.

20
21

.

w w w. s o l i d a r i t y w i t h o t h e r s . c o m

The Anti-Terror Law aims to punish “acts of terrorism”. 
It does not accept a thought that does not include the 
“method of violence” as a crime and the freedom to come 
together around a thought is not a crime either under the 
same law. In that vein, none of the acts cited as the basis 
for the accusation made in mass detentions in Turkey are 
acts of terrorism and violence.
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POST-DETENTION
EXPERIENCES

Within the scope of the detention procedures, all kinds of 
residences, workplaces and vehicles belonging to the suspects 
were searched, regardless of whether they were legal evidence or 
not, all materials that were allegedly “evidence” within the scope 
of the crime were confiscated in accordance with the unlawful 
or even criminal instructions given. For example, publications 
confiscated as evidence on the grounds that they belonged to 
the “banned author and/or publishing house” were all copyrighted 
works that had been printed with all necessary permissions 
from the competent legal authorities, that were sold publicly in 
bookstores, and that did not constitute any crime even at the time 
of confiscation. Pursuant to the relevant provisions of Article 134 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, in the event of the confiscation 
of computer or computer logs, all of the data in the system shall be 
backed up and, if requested, a copy of this backup shall be made 
and given to the suspect or his/her attorney, but a forensic image 
or a copy of the electronics which were unlawfully confiscated 
was not made and given to the suspect, thus a serious risk of 
external interference with the electronics after the confiscation 
such as addition, deletion and/or change of data was created.

As of July 16, 2020, the Anti-Terror Branch teams have been assigned 
in the operations launched against the Gülen Movement throughout 
Turkey. With the decision of the Council of Ministers dated 20 July 2016 
and numbered 2016/9064, “The State of Emergency” was declared 
and by the Decree-Law No. 667 that came into force after having been 
published in the Official Gazette dated 23 July 2016 and numbered   
29779, the detention period was extended to 30 (thirty) days.

SO
LI

D
A

R
IT

Y 
W

IT
H

 O
T

H
ER

S

http://www.diken.com.tr/ohal-bilancosu-30-yayinevi-kapatildi/
https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/eskiler/2016/07/20160723-8.htm
http://ARTICLE  6 – (1) Book Two, Part Four, Section Four of the Turkish Penal Code No. 5237, dated 26/9/2004, Crimes defined in Chapters Five, Six and Seven of the Anti-Terror Law No. 3713 of 12/4/1991 during the continuation of the state of emergency in terms of crimes and crimes committed collectively;
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People had to dump too many publications in the trash 
containers or burned them in vacant lots due to fear and 
panic because possession of these publications, despite 
totally being legal as a matter of fact, were deemed as 
evidence of crime and these incidents have received wide 
coverage in the media many times so far. The fact that 
among these publications thrown or burned were numer-
ous textbooks and books for children clearly reveals the 
psychological dimension of the operations and the state 
of fear created in the public.

In the report prepared by 
the Working Group on Ar-
bitrary Detention of the 
UN Human Rights Council, 
dated September 18, 2020 
and numbered A/HRC/
WGAD/2020/51 on the ex-
tradition of Arif Komiş and 
Ülkü Komiş and their four 
children under the age of 
18 to MIT by the officials 
of the Government of Ma-
laysia, it is stated that the 
deprivation of liberty of the 
persons in question is arbi-
trary and in contravention 
of Articles 3,6, 8, 9, 10 and 
19 of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights and 
Articles 2(1), 2(3), 9, 14, 19 
and 26 of the Internation-
al Convention on Civil and 
Political Rights. The Work-
ing Group further requests 
that the Government of Tur-
key release the 6 persons 
in question without delay 
and that it accord them an 
enforceable right to com-
pensation and other repara-
tions. 

www.solidaritywithothers.com
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By the Decree Law No. 677, the detention period was ex-
tended to 30 days and significant restrictions were im-
posed on the right of the suspect to meet with his lawyer 
while in custody. For example, the suspect is now for-
bidden to see his lawyer for 4 days from the moment of 
detention. Allegations of intense and systematic torture 
and ill-treatment in detention have been raised by many 
people who were almost exposed to total isolation during 
detention period.

Some people have lost their lives in custody due to ill-treat-
ment. For example, Gökhan AÇIKKOLLU, who was taken 
into custody after the coup attempt on July 15 and who 
died on the 13th day of his detention as a result of the 
tortures he was subjected to, whose family was denied a 
hearse, who the clergy officials did not want to perform 
the funeral prayer and who the authorities wanted to bury 
in the “traitors’ cemetery”, was found innocent and rein-
stated to his job 1.5 years after his death.

In a statement issued by Amnesty International on July 
26, 2016, it was stated that reports of human rights vio-
lations, including beatings and rapes, in Turkey were ex-
tremely concerning. 

The report entitled “Police Torture and Abductions in Tur-
key” prepared by Human Rights Watch (HRW) on October 
12, 2017, points out that tortures and ill-treatments have 
become a common problem in Turkey, underscoring that 
in many cases, the torture appeared to be aimed at “ex-
tracting confessions” or “forcing detainees to implicate 
other individuals.”

 https://www.haberler.com/tarlada-feto-elebasina-ait-kitaplar-bulundu-8727729-haberi/ - https://www.kibrisgazetesi.com/adli-haberler/yasakli-kitaplari-imha-etmek-istemesi-basini-derde-soktu-h24366.html - https://www.ensonhaber.com/ic-haber/fetonun-kitaplari-copten-cikti-2016-07-22
https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/gundem/2016/08/14/meb-29-yayinevine-ait-tum-kitaplari-yasakladi
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session88/A_HRC_WGAD_2020_51_Advance_ Edited_Version.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session88/A_HRC_WGAD_2020_51_Advance_ Edited_Version.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-turkiye-38126711
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/gozaltinda-iskence-sonucu-olen-gokhan-ogretmen-15-yil-sonra-pardon- denilerek-gorevine-iade-edildi-935144
https://www.amnesty.org.tr/icerik/turkiye-gundemdeki-iskence-iddialarina-yonelik-bagimsiz-gozlemcilerin-gozaltinda-tutulan-insanlara-erisimlerine-izin-verilmeli
 https://www.hrw.org/tr/report/2017/10/12/310026
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Concerning the applications of Kahraman Demirez, Mustafa Erdem, Hasan Hü-
seyin Günakan, Yusuf Karabina, Osman Karakaya and Cihan Özkan, all of whom 
were handed over to MIT by the officials of the Government of Kosovo,  in the re-
port prepared by the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention of the UN Council of 
Human Rights dated September 25, 2020 and numbered A/HRC/WGAD/2020/47, 
it is stated that the deprivation of liberty of the people in question is arbitrary 
and in contravention of articles 2, 3, 8, 9, 10 and 19 of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and articles 2 (1) and (3), 9, 14, 19 and 26 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The Working Group further requests that 
the Government of Turkey release the 6 persons in question without delay and 
that it accord them an enforceable right to compensation and other reparations.

The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention also prepared reports concerning the fol-
lowing names and underscored in these reports that the deprivation of liberty of 
these people in question is arbitrary and in contravention of the relevant articles of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights. The Working Group further requests that the Government of 
Turkey release these people in question without delay and that it accord them an 
enforceable right to compensation and other reparations;

• Abdulmuttalip Kurt (dated 22 May 2020 and numbered A/HRC/WGAD/2020/2)

• Akif Oruç ( dated 12 June 2020 and numbered A/HRC/WGAD/2020/29)

• Faruk Serdar Köse (dated 12 June 2020 and numbered A/HRC/WGAD/2020/30)

• Ercan Demir (dated 16 January 2020 and numbered A/HRC/WGAD/2019/79)

• Melike Göksan and Mehmet Fatih Göksan (dated 18 September 2019 numbered 

A/HRC/WGAD/2019/53)

• Mustafa Ceyhan (dated 26 June 2019 and numbered A/HRC/WGAD/2019/10),

• Hamza Yaman (dated 31 January 2019 and numbered A/HRC/WGAD/2018/78)

• Andrew Craig Brunson (dated 15 February 2018 and numbered A/HRC/

WGAD/2018/84)

• Mestan Yayman (dated 18 October 2018 and numbered A/HRC/WGAD/2018/42)

• Ahmet Çalışkan (dated 11 October 2018 and numbered A/HRC/WGAD/2018/43)

• Muharrem Gençtürk (dated 02 October 2018 and numbered A/HRC/

WGAD/2018/44)

• Mesut Kaçmaz and Meral Kaçmaz withe their 2 minor children (dated 25 May 

2018 and numbered A/HRC/WGAD/2018/11)

• Rebii Metin Görgeç (dated 8 June 2017 and numbered A/HRC/WGAD/2017/1) 

 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session88/A_HRC_WGAD_2020_47_Advance_ Edited_Version.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session87/A_HRC_WGAD_2020_2_Advance_ EditedVersion.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session87/A_HRC__WGAD_2020__29_Advance_Edited_Version.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session87/A_HRC_WGAD_2020_30_Advance_Edited_Version.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session86/A_HRC_WGAD_2019_79_ AdvanceEditedVersion.pdf
 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session85/A_HRC_WGAD_2019_53.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session84/A_HRC_WGAD_2019_10.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session83/A_HRC_WGAD_2018_78.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session83/A_HRC_WGAD_2018_84.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session83/A_HRC_WGAD_2018_84.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session82/A_HRC_WGAD_2018_42_EV.pdf
 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session82/A_HRC_WGAD_2018_43_AEV.pdf
 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session82/A_HRC_WGAD%202018_44_ AEV.pdf
 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session82/A_HRC_WGAD%202018_44_ AEV.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session81/A_HRC_WGAD_2018_11.pdf
 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session78/A_HRC_WGAD_2017_1.pdf
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Despite all the serious allegations and tangible evidence, the fact that no judicial or 
administrative investigations have been initiated by the authorities against those who 
were responsible indicates that the government bodies have an administrative prac-
tice of condoning, tolerating and even encouraging violations of the right to life and 
the prohibition of torture, let alone preventing them.
 There is no legal criterion for which “evidence” falls into the capacity of membership 
in terms of those who are subjected to judicial proceedings with the allegation of 
membership of a terrorist organization. Only one or more of the following criteria have 
been considered “evidence” and are based on both arrest warrants and conviction 
verdicts:

•Having a bank account in Bank Asya
•Canceling Digitürk subscription after a certain 
date
•Downloading/using the Bylock app
•Posts made on Twitter and Facebook,
•”Posession of “one-dollar bill”,
•Working in Gülen-linked educational institu-
tions,
•Graduating from Gülen-linked schools,
•Receiving education at Gülen-linked education-
al institutions,
•Being a member of a Gülen-linked union,
•Being a member of Gülen-linked associations 
and foundations,veya vakı
•Working as an employee or a director in Gülen-
linked associations or foundations,

•Possession of publications of some authors 
and/or publishers,
•Having one or more of the family members 
who have been taken into custody,
•Having one or more of the family members 
who have been incarcerated,
•Dismissal from job by a Decree Law,
•Testimony of an informant,
•Helping those in need through Kimse Yok 
Mu, a Gülen -linked charity association,
•Being in the same report of the HTS as the 
person who is being/was investigated/pros-
ecuted,
•Having a phone call record with the person 
who is the subject of investigation/prosecu-
tion,

https://www.milliyet.com.tr/gundem/yargitaydan-flas-karar-bank-asya-ya-para-yatiran-orgut-uyesidir-2607928
http://The said date is the date on which Digiturk, without any legal basis, decided to remove from the platform television channels seen close to the Gülen Movement.
http://The said date is the date on which Digiturk, without any legal basis, decided to remove from the platform television channels seen close to the Gülen Movement.
 https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/istanbul-merkezli-8-ilde-bylock-operasyonu-cok-sayida-supehli-gozaltinda-1806165
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/turkiye-gercekleri-ve-ankara-kusu-adli-twitter-kullanicilarina-feto-davasi/1843537
https://www.cnnturk.com/turkiye/1-dolar-nedeniyle-fetoden-tutuklanan-kisi-serbest-birakildi
https://www.sabah.com.tr/gundem/2017/07/05/egitim-kurumlarinda-calisan-fetoculere-operasyon
https://www.sabah.com.tr/gundem/2017/07/05/egitim-kurumlarinda-calisan-fetoculere-operasyon
https://www.internethaber.com/fetocu-memurlar-boyle-tespit-ediliyor-foto-galerisi-1709922.htm?page=4
https://www.ahaber.com.tr/gundem/2020/11/21/son-dakika-fetonun-guncel-universite-ogrencisi-yapilanmasina-operasyon-39-kisi-gozaltinda
https://www.ntv.com.tr/turkiye/62-eski-sendika-yoneticisi-hakkinda-fetoden-gozalti-karari,JKyKsiE-OUOwgt4vRTUPDQ
 https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimi/fetonun-dernek-yapilanmasina-operasyon-26-gozalti/1169269
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/kimse-yok-mu-dernegi-yoneticilerine-feto-operasyonu-13-gozalti/1071394
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/copteki-feto-kitabinda-parmak-izi-cikan-universiteli-gozaltina-alindi-779017
https://halkweb.com.tr/enes-kanterin-babasina-fetoden-gozalti/
https://www.ensonhaber.com/3-sayfa/fetocu-eski-emniyet-mudurunun-oglu-ve-esi-tutuklandi
https://tr.sputniknews.com/turkiye/201612291026538996-khk-ihrac-gozalti/
 https://boldmedya.com/2020/08/22/ihbarci-polise-bilgi-verdi-gazeteci-erkan-akkus-tutuklandi/
https://www.haber46.com.tr/asayis/kahramanmaras-taki-feto-davasinda-karar-bir-cok-kisi-beraat-h347640.html
https://www.sabah.com.tr/gundem/2015/09/22/hts-kaydi-ele-verdi?paging=6
https://www.sabah.com.tr/gundem/2015/09/22/hts-kaydi-ele-verdi?paging=6
 https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2019/gundem/fetoden-tutuklu-baskanin-ifadesi-ortaya-cikti-5514747/
 https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2019/gundem/fetoden-tutuklu-baskanin-ifadesi-ortaya-cikti-5514747/


P.2 4

In order to carry out  the operations, 
ar t if icial  reasons that  are not related 
to the criminal  investigation and do not 
require any sanction in terms of  cri-
minal  law have been produced and the 
acts,  al l  of  which are within the scope of 
fundamental  r ights and freedoms, have 
been shown as “criminal  activit ies”.  For 
example,  the fol lowing baseless al lega-
tions have been fabricated:
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“Engaging in missionary act iv i t ies to Ch-
r ist inize Is lamic tradit ions”.
“Having a meeting “by pretending to 
have a picnic” ,
“Being a member or  director  in associat i -
ons closed down by the government ,”
“Being informed about legal  issues,”

These accusations that  do not include 
cr iminal  elements have been repor ted 
in the media as seen in the fol lowing 
examples and the aim here was to gain 
publ ic  suppor t  and legit imize the opera-
t ions in the eyes of  society by demoni-
zing the targeted group; 
“  The newspaper page containing 3 co-
lumns of  Fetul lah Gülen was confiscated 
in the operat ion “ ,
“Detent ion warrant  for  98 people ident i -
f ied as working in schools closed down 
and in trustee-appointed companies” ,
“Arrest  warrants for  34 people who were 
found to have worked in pr ivate schools 
belonging to the organizat ion”
“ Invest igat ion into cel l  houses where 
members study for  judicial  exams”,
“7 women organizing meetings in shop-
ping mal ls and cafes” ,

https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/antalya-merkezli-feto-pdy-operasyonunda-26-gozalti/833243
https://www.iha.com.tr/haber-fetoye-piknikte-baskin-634411/
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/manisada-feto-pdy-sorusturmasinda-10-kisi-gozaltina-alindi/908573
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/fetonun-ortak-savunma-taktigi-coco-mesajlarinda-/908231
https://www.iha.com.tr/haber-manisada-feto-operasyonu-8-gozalti-672566/
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/izmirde-fetonun-egitim-ve-mali-yapilanmasina-operasyon/914902
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimi/fetonun-egitim-yapilanmasina-operasyon-15-gozalti/919733
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/fetonun-hakim-ve-savci-calisma-evlerine-operasyon/915773
https://www.sabah.com.tr/gundem/2020/02/27/fetonun-aktif-kadin-yapilanmasina-operasyon-yakalanmamak-avmlerde-ve-kafelerde
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On 03 October 2016, it was announced by the Ortaca district police head-
quarters that the books, newspaper and magazine clippings were seized as 
evidence of crime during the operation against the Gülen Movement.

For example,  in  the news 
ent i t led “32 suspects have 
been detained for  funding 
the organizat ion under co-
ver  of  palm trade” ,  business 
act iv i t ies carr ied out by 
individuals completely  le-
gal ly  are def ined as cr imes, 
and personal  money found 
in people’s homes is also 
def ined as a cr iminal  e le-
ment.  Although helping the 
famil ies of  people who have 
been convicted and about 
whom the highest judicial 
authori ty  has approved the 
verdict  does not consti tute 
a cr ime under any law,  i t  is 
c lear  that  even the issue 
of  humanitar ian aid is  con-
sidered as a cr iminal  e le-
ment and evidence by the 
invest igat ive units serving 
the information to the news 
channels and i t  is  understo-
od that  the suspect of  the 
al leged cr ime was preven-
ted from even helping his/
her own family,  and everyo-
ne who was somehow asso-
ciated with the Gülen Move-
ment ,  including babies and 
chi ldren,  was almost left  to 
starvat ion and civ i l  death 
along with his/her whole 
family. 

 https://www.iha.com.tr/haber-hurma-ticareti-32-feto-suphelisi-gozaltina-alindi-886452/
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The inclusion of individuals as “suspects” in a terrorist investigation launched 
for specified reasons, lacking a legal basis, has made and continues to make 
many of them exposed to numerous irreparable losses of rights. Moreover, these 
losses are not limited to the period of the State of Emergency (OHAL), but have 
become an ongoing, routine practice after OHAL.
Indeed, the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention of the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil, which examined the files of 43 people arrested after the July 15 coup at-
tempt, prepared a report and, upon the failure of the Government of the Republic 
of Turkey to reply to the letter sent on November 10, 2020, shared it with the 
public requesting clarification of the alleged issues, underscoring:
•that throughout the judicial proceedings of these people, the relevant articles of the 
International Convention on Political and Civil Rights which guarantee the prohibition 
of torture and ill-treatment, the right to freedom and security of persons, the right to a 
fair trial, freedom of opinion and expression and the freedom of peaceful assembly and 
association were violated.
•that although it was claimed that the coup attempt was carried out by the security 
forces, thousands of people including academics, doctors and judges were immediately 
purged and detained on charges of being a member of the alleged organization,
•that the houses were raided by the police without a search warrant or subpoena and 
people were arbitrarily taken into custody,
•that in cases where detention orders were issued, the accusations against the sus-
pects were not based on concrete evidence,
•that the right to access to a lawyer was restricted, 
•that an attorney from the bar was appointed instead of the lawyer requested by the 
suspect, 
•that interviews between the lawyer and his client were recorded,
•that the right to a lawyer was denied without any explanation of the legitimacy of such 
measure and without reasonable justification,
•that the suspect was not provided with adequate and private time with a lawyer for the 
preparation of the defence,
•that the detention period during the State of Emergency was spent in crowded and col-
lective environments and that there were difficulties in meeting even basic needs,
•that the grounds and evidence which the accusations made against the suspects rely 
on consist of activities such as having a bank account at Bank Asya, subscribing to 
the Zaman daily,  downloading and/or using an application called ByLock, and sending 
their children to schools run by the Gülen Movement and that none of these activities, 
constitute criminal acts but are rather exercise of rights protected by the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
•that Articles 7 and 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights were 
violated.
Such unlawful practices as life-time dismissal from public office, revocation of profes-
sional licenses, dismissal from public institutions (for retired public officials), stripping 
of military ranks and medals, freezing of assets, the imposition of a ban on travel abroad 
(also for the spouse of the accused even if there is no investigation/prosecution process 
about him/her), and confiscation of passports all clearly show that people are not only 
tried before the judicial authorities but also sentenced to social and civil death. These 
people are excluded from both working life and social life and are constantly exposed 
to harsh hate speech by the competent authorities through the press and social media 
platforms.

https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25660
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session88/A_HRC_WGAD_2020_47_Advance_Edited_Version.pdf
https://www.dw.com/tr/khkl%C4%B1lar-sosyal-%C3%B6l%C3%BCme-terk-edildik/a-52005145W
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In particular, the restriction of economic and social rights without any legal basis 
makes it impossible for people labeled with “suspicion of terrorism” to continue their 
lives in humanitarian conditions as individuals entitled to fundamental rights and 
freedoms. For example, the requests of the families of the persons, who are under in-
vestigation/prosecution for being a member of the Gülen Movement, for aid from the 
Fund for the Encouragement of Social Cooperation and Solidarity, are denied although 
there is no investigation/prosecution against the other members of the families that 
are eligible for aid. However, the right granted by the law is unlawfully denied and 
spouses and children are left to civil death.

Having been carried out against hundreds of thousands of people for years based on 
this very reason alone, such unlawful practices against the universal humanitarian 
values are nothing but a violation of the “prohibition of discrimination” enshrined in 
many international conventions to which Turkey is a party.

https://tr.solidaritywithothers.com/social-economic-rights-violations
http://Article 14 of the European Convention on Human Rights, Articles 2 and 26 of the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights, Article 7 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 2 of the International Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
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FORCED MIGRATION
The natural consequence of the failure to make any progress in 
the rights struggle, which has continued since the day the law 
was irrevocably suspended in Turkey, has been the migration/
escape of thousands of people from the country. Unlawful practices 
during the investigation and prosecution phases, deprivation of 
fundamental rights of detainees and prisoners, deaths in detention 
and prisons, prevention of the exercise of social and economic 
rights and the right to life, and “discrimination” by state institutions 
and the community solely because of being relatives of the person 
(s) being prosecuted even if they have not been subjected to any 
administrative or criminal proceedings are among the main reasons 
for fleeing the country.
According to Eurostat asylum statistics, the number of immigrants 
from Turkey in 2018 and 2019 was 25.885, making them the sixth 
largest group to take refuge in Europe in 2019.  
(Table-9).
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In a report released by EURACTIV Germany, it is stated that since 
2016, mostly journalists, academics, members of opposition parties, 
and supporters of the Gülen Movement have been persecuted, the 
number of Turkish citizens who have applied for asylum in Germany 
has increased significantly since 2016, and their asylum applications 
have been accepted to a very large extent. Moreover, the German 
Office for Migration and Refugees (BAMF) also noted that Turkish 
asylum seekers were the third-largest group registered after Syrians 
and Iraqis in 2019.

Eurostat Asylum Statistics; https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statisticsexplained/index.php/Asylum_statistics#Citizenship_of_firsttime_applicants:_largest_numbers_from_Syria.2C_Afghanistan_and_Venezuela
https://www.euractiv.com/section/justice-home-affairs/news/an-increasing-number-of-turkish-citizens-apply-for-asylum-in-germany/
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In December 2017, it was announced by Interior Minister Suleyman SOYLU that more than 
230,000 passports had been revoked The fact that legal avenues to inspect these cancel-
lations have been closed has violated for years the “right to travel” guaranteed by the Con-
stitution and International Conventions of hundreds of thousands of people.

People who wish to flee the country are forced to leave the country illegally due to passport 
revocations. It has been reported in official news agencies that 1,708 people, including ju-
dges, prosecutors, teachers, police and academics and lawyers, who have been dismissed 
from the profession by Decree Laws, have been arrested in Edirne, trying to flee to Euope, 
in the last 4.5 years.

Subjected to mass detentions and stripped of the right to lead an honorable life, scores 
of people, including children and babies, who had to leave their country and tried to go 
abroad in order to have this right, lost their lives on the road to freedom.

Christopher WOHNIG, representing Turkish asylum seekers, told EURACTIV Germany that 
“this is because all repressive measures against supporters of the Gulen Movement in Tur-
key are documented in an accessible system”.

https://www.cnnturk.com/turkiye/bakan-soyludan-feto-aciklamasi-actikca-icinden-cikmaya-devam-ediyor
http://Although some of the mentioned passport bans have been lifted gradually, the bans still continue against the persons who were dismissed from public service as “suspects” in the Gülen Movement investigations and their relatives by the Decree Law.
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/edirnede-4-5-yilda-sinirdan-avrupaya-kacmaya-calisan-1708-feto-suphelisi- yakalandi/2099999#
 https://www.euractiv.com/section/justice-home-affairs/news/an-increasing-number-of-turkish-citizens-apply-for-asylum-in-germany/
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The intimidation policies, violations of rights, and oppression of all segments of 
the society, including members of the Gülen Movement, all of which the AKP 
government of Turkey considers as opposed to it, continue to increase day by 

day.
2 Statements and news declaring the students participating in the democratic demon-
strations held to protest the Erdogan-appointed rector of Boğaziçi University on Jan-
uary 2, 2021 as terrorists, harsh intervention of security forces, mass detentions, 
and the special operations police raids on the flats of the students participating in 
the protests, demonstrates once again the magnitude of the danger posed to human 
rights and democracy by unlawfulness and arbitrariness.

Indeed, Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu used the phrase “perverts” for the detained 
students, Devlet Bahceli, head of the Nationalist Movement Party, described the 
events as “a conspiracy that needs to be stamped out” Devlet Bahceli, head of the 
Nationalist Movement Party, described the events as “a conspiracy that needs to be 
stamped out”, and the pro-government media describes these events as “a rehearsal 
for another series of demonstrations similar to Gezi protests”.
A columnist likened the protests to “university events before the 1960 coup” The 
posts that BBC and The Economist reporters shared on social media as part of their 
jobs were reported as follows: “The English are here to provoke events” and “The 
English hand and chaos plan in the events”. Furthermore, students’ protests were de-
scribed in the news as “turning the university into a place of terror” and the support 

https://ahvalnews.com/tr/bogazici-universitesi/bogazicili-ogrencilere-kabe-operasyonu-soyludan-nefret-soylemi
 https://www.haber3.com/guncel/politika/devlet-bahceliden-cok-sert-bogazici-aciklamasi-basi-ezilmeli-haberi-5586002
https://www.yenisafak.com/gundem/universiteden-elinizi-cekin-bogazici-universitesinde-neler-oluyor-3593012
https://www.gazeteciler.com/haber/bogazici-provokasyonunu-bir-de-boyle-dinleyin-gezi-olaylarinin- kopyasi/408777
https://www.yeniakit.com.tr/haber/dilipak-bogazici-universitesindeki-olaylari-degerlendirdi-gezinin-tadi-  birilerinin-damaginda-kaldi-1507879.html
https://www.gazeteciler.com/haber/mahmut-ovur-bogazici-olaylarini-60-darbesi-oncesine-benzetti/408793
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of the opposition parties, CHP and HDP, for these democratic protests of the 
students as “an effort to create a conflict environment”.

A total of 228 people were taken into custody in just two days, including 159 
people in Istanbul on Monday, February 01, 2021, and 69 in Ankara on Tuesday, 
February 02, 2021, as part of demonstrations protesting the appointment of rec-
tors to Bogazici University by President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

In violation of the anti-terror law law, and universal law, actions that do not con-
stitute coercion and violence have been deemed as terrorist activities, Accord-
ing to the Ministry of Interior, around 282,000 people were taken into custody 
from 15 July 2016 until 2020, and more than 95,000 people were arrested. Peo-
ple detained in mass arrests are accused of terrorism although it is not legally 
possible. Besides, they are denied the most fundamental rights and freedoms 
during the procedures.  

As a result of the deliberate politicization of the judiciary, inhumane practices 
carried out by government officials such as torture, abduction, enforced disap-
pearance in custody, and death in custody or prison have gone unpunished.Even 
without launching an investigation into those responsible for these practices, 
“non-prosecution” decisions have been made quickly about the applications, 
and journalists who have reported these unlawfulness practices as part of their 
jobs have been faced with prosecution and arrest.

The government is trying to legalize these unlawful practices through omni-
bus bills. For example, based on the “Law on the Prevention of Financing the 
Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction”, which was published in the 5th 
repeated issue of the Official Gazette dated 31 December 2020 and numbered 
l7262, the activities of associations, foundations and non-governmental organ-
izations operating in the national and international fields can be stopped with 
the suspicion of “terrorism”. With the decision of the Minister of Interior, without 
the need for any judicial decision, directors of associations can be dismissed 
on the grounds of “terrorist activity”, trustees can be appointed to their places 
and activities of associations will be open to all kinds of intervention and super-
vision of the Minister of Interior and governors. The amendment made, as part 
of the same omnibus bill, to the Personal Data Protection Law allows the confi-
dentiality of the personal data to be violated, and the assets of individuals and 
institutions to be confiscated. Although it is emphasized in both international 
texts, and the decisions of the European Court of Human Rights that the investi-
gation and prosecution of terror crimes should be carried out without interfering 
with fundamental rights and freedoms, the rights and freedoms of people who 
do not have acts of coercion and violence are ignored.

20
21
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https://www.takvim.com.tr/guncel/2021/01/04/ingilizler-bogazici-universitesinde-chp-ve-hdpnin-cikarmak-istedigi-kaos-girisiminde-goruldu/4
https://www.ahaber.com.tr/gundem/2021/01/04/ingilizler-kaos-planina-destek-cikiyor-bogazici-universitesinde-chp-ve-pkk-da-devrede
https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/haber/bogazici-eylemlerinde-gozalti-sayisi-228e-yukseldi-1810822
https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2020/gundem/bakan-soylu-feto-bilancosunu-acikladi-99-bin-066-operasyon-5931900/
https://turkeytribunal.com/impunity-in-turkey-today/
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23 people including teachers, doctors, police and 
nurses were detained in Adana.

 10 October 2020
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In this case, all the political, social, cultural, economic and similar rights of individu-
als provided by the laws of the Republic of Turkey, are openly and arbitrarily violated 
and the decisions taken by competent international institutions to remedy violations 
of rights are not applied with the same arbitrariness.

When the data released within the scope of the report and the information obtained 
are evaluated together, it’s clear that the AKP government, without hesitating to violate 
all applicable national and international law and by using the media under its control, 
has declared all segments that it deems opponents as “terrorists”, that it has long 
been trying to intimidate the public through mass detentions and arrests and silence 
and intimidate the people and groups that it sees as a threat to its unlawful practic-
es, and that the operations having been carried out for so long against the members 
or alleged members of the Gülen Movement under the pretext of the attempted coup 
taking place on July 15, 2016, are part of the corruption probe of 17-25 December 
2013, about which the opposing parties made a motion to the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly for an investigation that the deputies of AKP and MHP rejected.  

The practice of mass detention is irreversible and irreparable harm to human life by 
recklessly violating inalienable rights that all humans are endowed with and all uni-
versal principles of law that cannot be prevented or limited under any circumstances. 
Mass detentions must be stopped by the AKP government, taking into account the 
evaluation of the Working Group on Mass Detention of the UN Human Rights Council 
that mass detentions are ‘crimes against humanity’.

Based on the principle that everything can change if something changes, other unlaw-
ful practices in Turkey may also end if mass detentions are stopped with the belief 
and consciousness that it would be good to change something for the better.
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